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Vrhat)  District  of  Sowcrby  Bridge. 

1925. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water)  ...  563 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £82,S^7 

Altitude — varies  from  230ft.  to  600ft.  above  sea  level. 
Latitude,  53  deg.  22  N.  Longitude,  1  deg.  54  W. 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,360 

Birth  Rate  (1924)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16*0 

Birth  Rate  (1925)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14’6 

Death  Rate  (1924)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15*5 

Death  Rate  (1925)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16’7 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  (1924)  ...  8 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  (1925)  ...  12 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  year  ending  1925. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  present  my  Annual  Report  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  the  health  and  statistics  of 
your  district  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1925. 

The  population  during  the  year  under  review  is  taken 
as  11,360.  These  figures  are  furnished  by  the  Registrar- 
General. 


BIRTHS. 

The  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  1925 
were  166,  as  compared  with  184  in  the  previous  year,  and  an 
average  of  185  for  the  past  five  years. 

Of  the  166  above-named,  69  were  males  and  97  were 
females. 

This  number  corresponds  to  a  birth-rate  of  14*6  per  1,000 
per  annum,  against  16*0  in  1924. 

The  average  for  the  past  five  years  has  been  14*6. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  births  and 
deaths,  as  well  as  the  birth-rates  and  death-rates  for  the  past 
five  years  : — 


Year 

Births 

Birth-rate 

Deaths 

Death-rate 

1921 

207 

17*8  ... 

177 

15*2 

1922 

188 

16*0 

200 

17*7 

1923 

182 

15*6 

186 

15*9 

1924  ... 

184 

16*0 

179 

15*5 

1925 

166 

14*6 

190 

16*7 

Average  for) 
five  years ) 

185 

15*2 

186 

15*8 

Illegitimate  births  numbered  6  in  1925,  against  3  in  1924, 
11  during  1923,  10  in  1922,  and  9  in  1921.  The  number  for 
1925  is  3*0  per  cent,  of  the  total  births. 

The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1925  was  18*3. 

DEATHS. 

There  were  150  deaths  registered  in  your  district  during 
1925,  while  40  deaths  occurred  outside  your  area  of  persons 
usually  resident  within  the  area,  which  number  must  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  full  total  of  190,  as  compared  with  212  in  1924, 
and  an  average  of  186  for  the  past  five  years. 

Of  the  total  in  1925,  90  were  males  and  100  were  females, 
giving  a  death-rate  for  the  year  of  16*7  per  1,000  per  annum, 
against  15*5  during  1924. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1925  was  12*2. 

The  average  age  at  death  was  higher  then  in  previous 
years. 
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The  40  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  outside  your 
district  took  place  in  one  or  other  of  the  public  institutions  in 
Halifax,  the  West  Riding  Asylums  or  other  places  of  a 
similar  kind.  As  regards  the  deaths  of  persons  in  the  district, 
68  were.over  65  years  of  age,  38  of  these  being  over  75  years. 


Table  of  Deaths  at  subjoined  ages  : — 


1925 

1924 

1923 

1922 

1921 

13 

8 

17 

19 

20 

under  1  year 

6 

7 

5 

6 

5 

1  to  5  years 

2 

6 

5 

9 

6 

5  to  15  ,, 

11 

23 

11 

19 

10 

15  to  25  ,, 

92 

72 

85 

88 

79 

25  to  65  „ 

28 

43 

44 

39 

36 

65  to  75  ,, 

38 

20 

19 

28 

21 

over  75  ,, 

190 

179 

186 

200 

177 

Seven  inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  being  equal 
to  3’6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths.  In  England  and  Wales 
the  percentage  of  inquests  is  equivalent  to  6’9  per  cent,  of 
the  total  deaths. 


The  following  table  gives  various  items  and  corres¬ 
ponding  figures  in  England  and  Wales,  with  the  figures 
prevailing  in  your  district: — 


1925. 

Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

Cancer 

Death-rate 

Diphtheria 

Death-rate 

Infantile 
Mortality 
rate  per 

1000  Births 

Deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions 

Inquests 

England  and 

Wales 

18*3 

12*2 

0*7 

75 

6*9 

Sowerby  Bridge 

14*6 

16*7 

0*13 

nil 

77 

nil 

3*6 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Thirteen  deaths  have  been  registered  during  the  year  of 
infants  under  1  year  of  age,  as  compared  with  8  in  1924. 

The  above  number  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of 
77  per  1000  births  registered,  as  compared  with  44  in  1924 
and  88  in  1923,  96‘5  in  1922  and  103  in  1921. 

The  mortality  throughout  England  and  Wales  was  75 
per  1,000  births  in  1925. 

One  of  the  thirteen  deaths  may  properly  be  classed  as 
unavoidable,  for  this  occurred  during  the  first  week  after 
birth,  and  arose  from  premature  birth. 


Age  Distribution  of  Infant  Deaths  ; — 


1925.  1924.  1923 

1  1  5 

2  2  5 

3  2  3 

4  1  4 

3  2  3 


1922 

4 
1 

5 
7 
2 


1921.  Resident. 

10  under  1  week. 

1  1  week  to  1  month. 

2  1  to  3  months. 

4  3  to  9  „ 

3  9  to  12  „ 
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8  20  19  20 


We  now  have  a  Childs’  Welfare  Clinic  in  Sowerby 
Bridge,  which  has  been  taken  up  by  the  ladies  in  the  district 
with  great  enthusiasm.  I  am  sure  that  it  is  doing  good  work 
and  is  a  great  benefit  to  the  district. 

No  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  two  years,  against  three 
during  1923  and  one  in  1922. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  there 
were  notified  during  the  year  under  review  38  cases,  together 
with  16  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Regulations.  Total  54. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  varieties  of 
infectious  disorder  which  were  notified  : — 


Table  of  Zymotic  Diseases  during  1925,  and  preceeding 

five  years. 


Year 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

Tuber-  j 

culosis  1 

Pulmonary  | 

Tuber¬ 
culosis 
other  cases 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Optha- 

laria 

Eucephalgia 

Lothargia 

Totals 

1925 

31 

2 

1 

4 

13 

3 

0 

0 

0 

54 

1924 

8 

11 

3 

2 

7 

3 

0 

1 

0 

35 

1923 

18 

14 

2 

5 

5 

2 

0 

0 

0 

44 

1922 

20 

4 

0 

3 

18 

2 

0 

0 

0 

47 

1921 

4 

20 

1 

3 

12 

3 

1 

0 

0 

44 

Twenty-six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  treated  at  the 
Fever  Hospital  during  the  year,  none  proving  fatal. 

No  death  occurred  in  1925  from  the  infectious  diseases, 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  as  compared  with  none  in  1924,  9 
in  1923,  1  in  1922,  and  2  in  1921, 
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TABLE  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 
1925. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F, 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20 

2 

4 

2 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

35 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

45 

2 

1 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

55 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

65  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1925 

5 

8 

3 

0 

8 

6 

0 

0 

1924 

3 

4 

0 

3 

6 

6 

1 

1 

1923 

4 

1 

2 

0 

11 

5 

0 

0 

Fourteen  deaths  occurred  from  Tuberculosis  in  its  various 
forms,  against  fourteen  during  1924,  sixteen  during  1923, 
twenty  in  1922,  and  seventeen  in  1921. 

This  death-rate  is  equivalent  to  0T2  per  1000  per  annum 
against  0T2  in  1924,  0T7  in  1923,  1*2  in  1922  and  2*0  in  1921. 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  were  responsible  for  a  total  of 
43  deaths  during  the  year,  equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of  2.3 
per  1000  per  annum,  against  2*2  in  1924,  2*4  in  1923,  1*6  in 
1922  and  2*3  in  1921. 


MEASLES. 


No  deaths  during  the  year. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Attend  Halifax  Royal  Infirmary. 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICES. 

Five  Midwives  are  on  the  local  register,  one  being 
certified.  There  has  been  no  case  of  ‘  Puerperal  Fever  ’ 
certified  since  1921. 


HOUSING. 

3,250  houses  exist  in  the  district,  of  which  number  3,146 
are  of  the  working-class  type. 

Many  of  these  fall  distinctly  below  the  normal  standard 
detailed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

There  are  many  dwellings,  dark  and  ill-ventilated,  which 
are  really  unfit  for  use  as  habitations,  but  owing  to  a  general 
scarcity  of  houses  cannot  at  present  be  condemned  as  unfit. 

There  are  several  examples  of  overcrowding,  even  though 
the  average  occupancy  is  only  3‘4  persons  per  house. 

There  is  an  estimated  need  for  at  least  196  houses. 

The  various  sites  and  other  arrangements  in  respect  of 
these  additional  houses  have  been  the  subject  of  your  consider¬ 
ation  for  a  long  time  past,  and  there  is  now  a  scheme  for  101 
new  houses. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

(5)  As  part  of  a  municipal  housing  scheme  20 

1. — Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Inspection. — (l)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts 


160 
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(2)  N umber  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  •  160 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers...  ...  ...  ...  124 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  Act,  &c.,  1919  ...  ...  ...  19 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  143 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit : — 

{a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  None 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declaration  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  None 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Healths  Acts  ...  None 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  None 

C. — Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

making  of  the  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  None 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  None 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  None 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  with  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  None 

GENERAL  REPORT. 

There  were  approximately  1,279  inspections  of  nuisances 
during  the  year.  758  nuisances  were  found,  of  these  753 
were  abated,  thus  leaving  5  outstanding  cases  at  the  end  of 
1925. 

Numerous  inspections  were  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  also  in  respect  of  Common  Lodging-Houses,  Canal 
Boats,  Offensive  Trades,  &c.,  the  general  condition  in  each 
case  being  found  satisfactory. 

The  five  cowsheds  were  also  inspected  and  their  condition 
found  fairly  good. 

Several  seizures  of  unsound  food  occurred  during  the 
year,  see  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 
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There  is  a  good,  wholesome  and  plentiful  suppl}^  of  water, 
which  is  obtained  from  the  Halifax  Corporation,  through  a 
separate  reservoir,  holding  approximately  250,000  gallons. 

There  are  six  Schools  within  your  district ;  all  have  a 
public  water  supply,  and  their  sanitary  condition  is  satisfactory. 

Alterations  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  being 
undertaken  and  proceeded  with. 

Numerous  other  matters  have  received  attention  during 
the  year,  but  reference  to  them  here  is  not  necessary,  because 
they  have  been  the  subject  of  report  from  time  to  time  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  or  myself. 

These  have  regard  chiefly  to  inspection  of  houses,  the 
disinfection  of  premises  after  infectious  diseases  are  reported, 
slaughter  houses,  factories,  and  workshops. 

The  Fever  Hospital. — 26  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  in 
residence  there  during  the  year,  no  case  proving  fatal. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently. 


1926. 


E.  D.  WELLBURN, 

L.R.C.P.  &  S.  Ed.  F.R.I.P.H.,  F.G.S.,  &c. 
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REPORT 

ON  THE 

Sanilary  Conditions  of  itio  Dislriol 

of  SOWERBY  BRIDGE. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
SowERBY  Bridge  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order  of  1922, 
I  beg  to  place  before  you  the  particulars  set  out  in  the  circular 
dated  the  10th  of  December,  1925,  as  follows  : — 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area.  The  main 
water  supply  of  Sowerby  Bridge  is  from  the  Halifax  Corpora¬ 
tion  by  agreement.  The  water  is  of  good  quality,  ample 
for  the  requirements  of  the  district,  and  is  constant  in  supply. 

The  method  of  delivery  is  by  service  pipe  from  the 
Council’s  main  into  the  houses. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  is  3183. 

No  complaints  have  been  made  with  regard  to  plumbo 
solvency. 

In  addition  to  the  water  supplied  by  the  Halifax  Corpora¬ 
tion,  there  are  three  supplies  from  private  sources,  and  samples 
of  these  waters  are  taken  periodically  for  analysis,  but  are 
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found  to  be  good  generally.  A  sample  of  water  taken  from 
a  putnp  at  Sparkhouse  Lane,  Sowerby  Bridge,  was  found  to 
contain  12%  Chlorine  and  was  referred  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  reported  upon  as  suspicious,  and  further 
samples  were  ordered  to  be  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Committee 
in  three  months  time. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  are  two  rivers  which  pass  through  the  district, 
viz. :  The  Rivers  Calder  and  Ryburn,  the  latter  joining  the 
Calder  at  the  County  Bridge,  and  whilst  every  effort  is  made 
to  combat  pollution,  it  is  well  nigh  impossible  to  effect  this 
owing  to  the  number  of  districts  through  which  the  river 
flows,  but  the  difference  is  easy  to  see  if  one  will  take  notice 
of  the  condition  of  the  water  during  the  holidays. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

With  respect  to  the  Sewerage  and  Drainage  of  the 
district,  these  are  sufficient  and  satisfactory  as  a  whole ;  but 
•  with  regard  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Milner  Royd,  I 
regret  to  say  that  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board  have  found 
cause  for  complaint,  and  plans  are  now  being  prepared  with  a 
view  to  overcome  this  difficulty. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


The  closet  accommodation  of  the  district  is  as  follows : — 


Year. 

No.  of  W.C’s. 

Pails.' 

Privy  Ashpits. 

No.  of  Closets. 

1921 

2004 

303 

28 

2335 

1922 

2019 

297 

28 

2344 

1923 

2783 

290 

18 

3091 

1924 

2798 

278 

17 

3093 

1925 

2810 

266 

12 

3088 

The 

number  of  pails 

converted  to  water 

closets  during 

the  year  is  12.  The  number  of  privy  ashpits  is  12,  and  these 
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are  situate  on  the  outskirts  of  the  district,  are  very  little  used 
as  in  most  places  they  are  attached  to  places  of  religion,  and 
in  the  remaining  cases  are  privies  used  about  once  a  week  by 
gardeners,  &c.,  employed  at  some  of  the  larger  premises. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  scavenging  of  the  district  is  carried  out  by  the 
Council’s  staff  under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
the  collection  is  fortnightly,  the  district  being  divided  into  two 
sections  for  this  purpose. 

The  collection  is  satisfactory  and  very  few  complaints 
come  to  hand  from  householders. 

The  particulars  hereunder. 

Moveable  Ashbins.  Dry  Ashpits.  Pails.  Privy  Ashpits.  Total. 

1837  273  266  12  2388 

These  pail  closets  are  being  converted  to  water  closets 
as  occasion  demands,  and  dry  fixed  ashpits  are  being  abolished 
in  favour  of  the  moveable  bin. 

HOUSING  INSPECTION. 

During  the  past  year  178  houses  have  been  inspected 
under  the  Housing  Acts,  the  notices  have  been  served  as 
under  : — 

Informal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  143 

Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  19 

In  all  cases  the  repairs  were  done. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

During  the  year  104  smoke  observations  have  been  taken 
of  the  smoke  emmitted  from  the  Mill  Chimneys  in  the  district, 
and  10  notices  were  served  for  the  abatement  of  dense  black 
smoke  emitted  for  over  8  minutes  in  the  hour. 
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May  I  be  allowed  to  point  out  that  the  Council’s  present 
limit  of  8  minutes  in  the  hour  is  much  too  large  and  I  consider 
that  4  minutes  in  the  hour  for  the  emission  of  smoke  would  be 
a  reasonable  limit,  and  would  be  reasonable  in  all  cases. 


PREMISES  &  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  THE 
BYE-LAWS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

These  at  present  are  : — 


(1) 


(2) 


Common  Lodging  House 

.  . 

1 

Bakehouses  ... 

•  . 

10 

Fishfriers 

•  •  « 

21 

Tanner 

•  •  • 

1 

Tripeboilers  ... 

.  • 

2 

Slaughterhouses 

3 

Gut  Scraper  ... 

*  • 

1 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  &  Milkshops 

7 

HOUSING. 

General  Housing  Conditions  in  the 

Area.  The  total 

number  of  houses  in  Sowerby  Bridge 

Area  is  as  under. 

Back  to  Back  Houses  ... 

1577 

Through  Houses 

1697 

These  are  : — 

One  Roomed  Dwellings  ... 

.  • 

141 

Two 

•  . 

494 

Three  ,,  ,, 

886 

Four 

801 

Five  ,,  „ 

511 

Six  ,,  ,,  ...  . 

•• 

441 

Of  this  number  1577  are  of  the  back 

to 

back  type  and 

1697  of  through  type  of  house.  There 

is  a  shortage  of 

houses  and  the  Council  are  building  to  meet  this  shortage. 

(3)  No  important  change  in  the  population  during  the  past 
five  years. 
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OVERCROWDING. 

There  have  been  22  cases  of  overcrowding,  due  chiefly 
to  the  shortage  of  houses  on  the  one  hand,  cost  of  furnishing 
home  and  rent  on  the  other,  during  the  period  under  review, 
and  action  has  been  taken  whenever  the  facts  of  overcrowding 
have  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

One  of  the  chief  causes  of  overcrowding  is  that  of 
imported  labour  from  other  districts,  and  the  difficulty  of 
finding  suitable  lodgings,  as  the  manufacturers  responsible  for 
the  introduction  of  this  class  of  labour  (female)  do  not  make 
any  provision  in  the  way  of  hostels  for  these  workpeople. 

The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during 
the  year  1925  is  22,  all  of  which  were  abated  on  service  of 
the  Statutory  and  Informal  Notices. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

The  general  standard  of  the  housing  of  the  district, 
especially  in  the  South  and  East  Wards,  leaves  much  to  be 
desired  from  a  sanitary  standpoint. 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in 
unfit  houses  are  want  of  light,  no  through  ventilation,  no 
satisfactory  sanitary  accommodation,  and  the  dirty  habits  of 
some  of  the  tenants. 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  due  to  proper 
management  and  supervision  by  owners  and  agents  of  the 
property  is  the  neglect  to  attend  to  the  small  defects  as  they 
occur  and  which  gradually  get  worse,  with  the  result  that 
defects  which,  if  attended  to  in  the  first  instance  would  have 
cost  very  little,  develop  into  much  more  serious  items, 
especially  where  the  tenants  do  not  treat  the  houses  properly. 


A  case  of  this  kind  was  investigated  during  the  past  year 


20 


where  it  was  found  that  the  owner  acquired  some  three  houses 
twenty  years  ago  and  in  1914  raised  the  rents  of  these  houses 
40%,  and  I  found  that  no  repairs  had  been  done  since  he 
acquired  the  property,  the  result  being  that  the  houses  are 
in  a  deplorable  condition  and  the  tenants  are  unable  to  find 
other  accommodation  and  are  not  in  a  position  to  purchase 
their  own  house,  or  even  to  pay  the  rent  charged  for  a 
modern  house. 

With  respect  to  the  acts  of  waste  and  neglect  by  the 
tenants  of  some  of  the  dwellings,  I  find  that  there  are  a  few 
who  do  not  treat  the  property  as  they  ought  to  do,  and  in 
one  case  the  tenant  had  removed  the  cupboard  door  and 
used  it  for  other  purposes,  in  another  wilful  and  persistent 
damage  had  been  done  to  the  house,  even  the  plastering  on 
the  walls  had  been  badly  damaged  by  the  tenant,  whilst  in 
another  the  fittings  of  the  house  had  been  removed  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  drink. 

With  regard  to  the  action  taken  for  unfit  houses  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  notices  have  been  served  and  many 
difficulties  have  had  to  be  overcome,  such  as  the  insertion 
of  damp  proof  courses  in  existing  buildings,  construction  of 
dry  areas,  &c.  In  some  cases  it  has  been  necessary  to 
allow  the  owners  time  to  carry  out  the  works  over  an  extended 
period  as  their  financial  position  was  such  that  they  could  not 
bear  the  burden  of  the  expense. 

With  regard  to  the  conditions  affecting  the  housing  of 
the  district,  e.g.,  water  supply,  closet  accommodation  and  the 
disposal  of  the  house  refuse,  the  district  has  a  plentiful  supply 
of  water  available,  and  the  Council  some  twenty  years  ago 
agreed  to  supply  free  of  cost  the  water  to  one  water  closet 
per  house  for  all  houses  on  the  rental  system,  but  where 
the  water  was  supplied  through  a  meter  as  is  the  case  in 
many  houses,  the  owner  would  still  have  to  pay  for  the  water, 
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with  regard  to  the  closet  accommodation  of  the  district  the 
average  is  about  three  livings  to  the  use  of  one  water  closet, 
indeed  the  buildings  are  so  arranged  in  blocks  and  in  such 
a  density  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  provide  more 
closet  accommodation  to  a  large  number  of  the  existing 
buildings,  hence  the  necessity  in  a  district  like  ours  to  convert 
the  existing  pails  to  water  closets  wherever  possible,  in  order 
to  secure  a  better  standard  of  sanitation  and  the  speedy 
removal  of  all  putrescible  refuse  to  the  place  of  disposal  ; 
with  regard  to  the  collection  of  the  house  refuse  where 
moveable  bins  are  provided  for  the  reception  of  the  refuse, 
this  is  removed  weekly  and  bi-weekly  by  the  Council’s 
workmen. 


UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

With  regard  to  the  unhealthy  area,  viz. :  Wood’s  Court, 
Sowerby  Street,  and  Stansfield’s  Court,  the  Council  are 
erecting  houses  to  replace  the  tenants  disturbed  on  these 
sites,  and  good  progress  is  being  made  with  the  work  by  the 
contractor. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  Houses  let  in  Lodgings  and  to 

Tents,  Yans,  Sheds,  &c. 

With  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  districts  of  Sowerby 
and  Sowerby  Bridge,  all  the  existing  bye-laws  in  force  cease  to 
operate,  and  a  special  committee  of  the  two  joint  Councils 
are  now  considering  the  adoption  of  up-to-date  bye-laws  in 
respect  of  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  Offensive  Trades, 
Slaughter  Houses,  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  Houses  let  in 
Lodgings,  Common  Lodging  Houses,  Nuisances  arising  from 
snow,  filth,  dust  and  ashes,  Swine  Keeping,  and  Ice  Cream 
making. 
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GENERAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Information  on  all  matters  bearing  upon  the  Public 
Health  is  given  at  the  Offices  to  callers  at  any  time  during 
the  day,  and  instruction  is  given  at  all  times  in  the  proper 
use  of  household  fittings  and  the  burning  of  all  combustible 
refuse. 

Attention  at  all  times  is  given  to  the  extermination  of 
vermin,  e.g.,  rats,  mice,  cockroaches,  &c.,  in  ashpits  and 
dwellings,  and  in  the  case  of  ashpits  the  poison  is  laid  in 
all  ashpits  every  three  months  and  on  complaint  from  the 
scavengers  daily  until  the  desired  result  is  obtained. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1925. 

(a)  The  number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  34 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  Housing  Acts  34 

(c)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  20 

(d)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  ...  ...  14 

1. —  Unfit  Dwelling-honses. 

Inspection. — (l)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  is  ...  ...  ...  160 

(2)  N  umber  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Inspection  of 
District  Regulations,  1910,  or  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925,  is  ...  ...  ...  160 

(3)  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
such  a  state  as  to  be  injurious  or  dangerous  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  is  ...  None 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 
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2. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  19 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  attended  too  after  service  of  formal  notice : 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  None 

No  Proceedings  have  been  necessary  under  sections 
11 — 14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Acts  of  1925. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply  . — The  Milk  supply  of  the  District  is  princi¬ 
pally  supplied  from  the  adjoining  district  of  Sowerby,  and  is 
generally  of  good  quality.  No  complaints  have  come  to  hand 
respecting  the  quality,  &c. 

The  Number  of  Cowsheds  in  the  District  is  ...  ...  5 

The  Number  of  Cowsheds  registered  in  the  District  is...  5 

The  Number  of  Inspections  made  during  the  Year  is  ...  14 

The  Defects  were  as  follows  : — 

Choked  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Limewashing  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  Defects  ...  3 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Acts. 

The  Number  of  Wholesale  Milk  Producers  to  whom 
Certificates  have  been  granted  is 
The  Number  of  Certificates  granted  to  Retail  Purveyors 

•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  *•* 

Total  ...  24 


2 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  the  carcases  of  animals  killed  for  food 
have  been  examined  as  follows  : — 

Beasts  Sheep  Pigs  Calves  Total 

952  1607  740  93  3392 

of  which  2  tons  2  cwts.  3qrs.  were  unfit  for  food  and  was  seized 
and  destroyed  at  the  Council’s  destructor  works. 

Arrangements  are  in  force  that  all  meat,  &c.,  is  examined 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  or  immediately  after  slaughter 
and  the  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  are:  — 

Registered  Slaughterhouses,  January,  1925  2 

Public  Slaughterhouse  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  3 

The  management  of  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  is  under 
the  direct  control  of  the  Council. 

Other  Foods. — 18  stones  of  Fish  have  also  been  seized 
from  the  market,  as  well  as  quantities  of  tinned  fruit  and  beef, 
which  have  been  surrendered  by  the  Shopkeepers. 

Inspection  is  made  of  all  Stores,  Shops,  Bakehouses,  Tripe 
Dressing  and  Potted  Meat,  Fish  Friers  and  other  food 
producers  at  short  periods  including  Ice  Cream  Makers,  these 
latter  are  sometimes  a  little  difficult  to  control  and  the  Council 
have  been  recommmended  to  adopt  Regulations  controlling  the 
manufacture  of  this  commodity. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  the  Year 
ending  December  31st,  1925. 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  Annual  Report 
of  the  work  done  during  the  past  year  in  your  Health  Depart¬ 
ment. 

INSPECTIONS  &  NUISANCES— PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Total  Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  1,279 

Nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  758 

Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  753 

Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  758 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Letters  written  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  540 

SANITARY  WORK  ACCOMPLISHED. 

Defective  Drains  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

New  Drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Stopped  Drains  opened...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

New  Gully  Traps  fixed...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Drains  Ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Inspection  Chambers  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  14 

New  Sinks  fitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  trapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  disconnected  ...  ...  ...  37 

Bath  and  Lavatory  Wastes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  14 

Rainwater  Shoots  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Rainwater  Shoots  disconnected  ...  ...  ...  14 

Water  Closets  repaired...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Guttering  and  Troughing  repaired  ...  ...  ...  18 

Dirty  Premises  and  Passages  cleaned  ...  ...  27 
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Roofs  repaired  ... 

Flooding  of  Premises  abated  ... 
Overcrowding  abated  ... 
Accumulations  of  Rubbish  removed  ... 
Accumulations  of  Manure  removed  ... 
Miscellaneous  Nuisances  abated 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 


75 

3 

22 

17 

43 

79 


Yours  faithfully, 

T.  GRIME, 

1926  M.  Inst.  M.  &  Cy.  E.,  Cert.  R.  San.  Inst. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1925,  for  the  Urban  District 
of  Sowerby  Bridge, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901 

in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 

AND  WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises 

Number  of 

Inspections  Written  Notices 

Factories 

41 

7 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  . 

83 

3 

(including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  ...  ...  . 

4 

1 

(other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

Total 

128 

11 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORK¬ 
SHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Number  of  Defects 


Particulars 

Found  Remedie 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Want  of  cleanliness 

k  •  • 

2 

2 

Want  of  ventilation 

•  >  • 

1 

1 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Sanitary  accommodation  : — 

... 

2 

2 

Insufficient 

. . . 

2 

proceeding 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

. . . 

4 

Total 

11 

5 
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